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Set out in a SERMON, Preached in 


St. MARIS CHURCH, 


Gates-Head, 


IN-THE 


|ICOUNTY- PALATINE 


OF 
DURHAM: 
Upon St. Matt. XVI. 26. 


For, what is a Man profited, if he ſhall gain the whole 
World, and loſe his own Soul > Or, what ſhall a Mas, 
give in Exchange for his Soul ? | 
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RY 


 MATTH. XVI v.26. 


. For, mhat is a Man profited, if be ſball 
gain the whole World, and loſe his 

 omn.Soul ? Or ,what ſball a Man give 
n Exchange for his Soul ? ; 


{He Prediction of the Sufferings of the 


4 F "ns 


Diſciples of Chriſt, is declared in the 
Twenty fourth Verſe, by way of Pre- 
cept; If any Mar will conie after me, 
let him detty hiniſelf, and take up his 
- Croſs, and follow me, 

In the Twenty fifth Verſe, this Precept is confir- 
med by Effet, by way of Aritithefis ; namely, the 
deſttuction of their Souls, who negle&, and ſlight it ; 
and the Salyation of ' thett Souls, who obſerve, and 
ODEY It. '._ --- 

The firſt Effe&t is amplified by oppoſing the loſs of 
the Soul! to the gaining of the whole World ; which 
indeed is an Hyperbole : But yet, there is this Truth 
in it, That if a' Man might gain the whole World, 
and loſe his own Soul, he would be no gainer by it, 
For, what is a Man profited, if he ſhall gain the whole 
WWarld, and loſe his own Soel 2 Or, what (hall a Man 
give it exchange for hls Soul > Az "There 
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= The Excellency | 
There is ſomething in this Text, that's imply'd ; 
and ſomething thar's expreſſed. 

That, that is imply'd, is this ; That there is in Man, 
an inordinate defire, and covetouſneſs ( even ) after 
the whole World. | 

That, that is expreſſed, is this; That there is an ex 
cellency in Man's Soul, above all. the things of the 
World : And that ſhall be the Subje@ of the preſent . 
Diſcourſe. | | 

It was the Opinion of Crates, the Thebay,, that 
there was no Soul in Man ; but that the Body was. 
moved by Nature, as it is. I hope there are none 
in our Days of that Opinion; and therefore, I need 
not go about to prove, That there is a Soul in Man. 
it being a Truth generally receiv'd , and acknow- 


Tedged. 


To make an Entrance into the Diſcourſe, I ſhall 
ſpeak ſomething about the Nature of Man's Soul. 

There are many, and various Philoſophical Opi- 
nions about the Soul. Some have thought it to be 
Air : Some have called it Harmony: Some have 
call'd it Motion; and ſome Number. Others. have 
imagined it to be a.Celeſtial-Fire, that did enlighten, 
quicken, and warm the Body. Theſe, and other ſuch 
Opinions there have been, which are needleſs to be 


mentioned. Few Definitions of it have been receiv'd. 


without contradiftion. Ariſtorle confuted Twelve 
Definitions that were before him ; and when. he had 
done, he could hardly make good his own. 

There have been many, and different Opinions 
about the Soul, among Divines. Bullinger, in his 
Fourth Deced, and Tenth Sermon, mentions many of 
them. Some have thought it to be a Secret unknown 
taMecn : But (1 think ) I may ſafely call the Soul; a 

ts Created- 


ig ...of rhe Soul. 
 Created-Reaſonable Spirit, infus'd into the Body. 
I call it a Spirit, becauſe the Scripture calls it. ſo, 
Ecclef. c.12.&v.7. 1 Cor. 6. & 20. | 
[call it a Created Spirir ; to diſtinguiſh it from God, . 
who is a Spirit Uncreated; the Fourth of St. John, . 
. verſe the Tweaty fourth. 

[call it a reaſonable Spirit ; to diſtinguiſh it from. 
the Souls of Brutes, which are alſo called Spirits, 
Eceleſ. 3.21. 

I call it a Spirit infus'd into the Body ; to diſtio-. 
guiſh it from Angels; who are Spirits ſubſiſting with- 
out Bodies, Feb, I. 7. 

The Soul.of Man is a Created-Reaſonable Spirit, in- 
fus'd into the Body. The Soul is in the Body, not- 
Repletively ;. for , that. belongs to God alone, who - 
fills both Heaven, and Earth: It is not in the Body 
Circumicriptively ;. becauſe it is incorporeal : But the - 
Soul is in the Body Definitively, as within its bounds. 

It ſeeth by theEye ;. it- heareth by the Ear ; it aQts and. 
moves, and wait by the Members of the Body, as its . 
Organs, and Inſtruments : And truly, ( in the firſt. - 

| . place\ in this appears the Excellency-of Man's Soul. 

| The Soul, being a Spirit , it is more excellent than : 
the pureſt of cho Elementary, and Etherial-Bodies. 

The Soul, being a Spirit, it is firm,. without Figure, . 

| and Lineament: Being a Spirit, it is ſimple, and not 
| mixed - Beinga Spirit;, it is not ſubject to alteration, 
or corruption 1n reſpect of its Eſſence. 

The Roman Orator thought, that Man's Soul did. 
not differ from its Maker, but in compariſon'; and, 
we may ( with an Holy reverence ) ſay, that it doth. 
come near to the Nature of God himſelf; it being in» 
viſible, indivifible, and immortal. 

Secondly, The Excellency of Man's Soul appears by: 
irs. 
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ſurely the Soul of Man is not from 
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' It was the Errout of the Zermians, and Selencians, 


. that the Angels made Men's Souls. It is the: Opinion 


of others, that the Soul of Man is generated : Bur, 

Ariel, by way 
of Efficiency ; nor, is it from Man, by Generation ; 
but from God, by Creation. Moſes tells us; Ge. 2. 
that God breathed into Man's Noftrils the Breath of 


Life, and he became a Eiving Soul. And the Apoftle, 


Hteb.12.9. ſpeaks of God, as being the Father of Spirits. 

There is not a Prz-exiſtence of Souls; nor ate the 
Souls of Men Accidental, and Secondary-reſults, from 
certain Fortuitous-Concretions, and Contextures of 
Atoms ; but, there is a Succelſive-Creation of Souls. 


'The Souls of Men have their Original from God, 


who is «dysv7ev, Hintſelf unmade; exifting froth Etet- 
nity : Souls, are created by God inimediately, and in- 

The Soul of Man, - is not e Deo, of God, ini his Ef: 
ſence ; but it is 4 Deo, from God, in his Power, 
Rom. 11. 36. and fo it is God's Off-Spring, ( by way 
of Efficiency ;) in a Conformity to Divifie-habits in its 
qualifications ; not by an Identity of Divine Subſtance 
in its Conſtitution. | | 

Thirdly, The Excellency of Man's Soul, appears by 
the price paid for its Redefiiption. | 

It is not the Gold of Arabia; nor the Rubies of 
Ethiopia; nor the Riches of 7ad7a ; not Thouſands of 
Rams; nor "Tei thouſands of Rivers of Oyl, that can 
redeem a Soul : Neither, can the-Frtiit of the Bo- 
dy make Satisfa&tion for th? Sin of the Soul. 
The Soul of Man cannot fave it ſelf. The Soul of 
Man is not able to fulfil allRighteoufneſs ;nor is it able 


to bear the Curſe of the Law : It is not able to over- 
come 


All tl 
the St 
WO 


But, 


| be fa 
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come the Powers of Darkneſs ; nor to ſatisfy Diyine - 
Juſtice : Nothing ſhort of the Blood of Chriſt caul 
do this. | Ml 

Without the Shedding of Blood, there is no remif- ' 
ſion of ſins, Zeb. 9, v. 22. There is a double Nega- 
tive,W:thoat, No; and that carrys an Emphaſis with it, 
and it ſignifies this much unto us ; That, there is no 
other way can poſlibly be found out, tor the Remiſlt- 
on of Sins, but by the Blood of Chriſt. Now, . this 

Blood was the Blood of that Perſon, who was God 

_ as well as Man, Ad; 20. 28. And, in this reſpect, 
it hath a Divine Worth ; an infinite Merit ; an infi- 
nite Digaity, Virtue, and Efficacy, This Bload, paci-. 
fieth infinite Wrath ; it fatisficth infinite Juſtice ; it 
procureth infinite Grace. Behqld here the value, and 
worth of Man's Soul, that could be redeemed by no- 
thing ſhort of this Blood : Well might the Apoſile- 
call this Blood 7iuoy £14, precious Blogd, r. Pez. i. 
19. And well may we from hence.conclude the Excel-. 
lency of Man's Soul. 

Fourthly, The Excellency of Man's Soul appears by 
its capacity ; and that in a double reſpect. . 

Firſt, By its capacity 1n poiat ot underſtanding. . 
The thoughts, and the Heart of Man is deep, P/[64.6. 
- - The Soul of Man, can underſtand things Abſtra-: 

tively ; without the Con{gderation of Quantity, Qua-: 
lity, Time, or Place ;: and ſo can change things into 
2 more immaterial, and intelligible Nature; which. 
is that, that is called Univerſality., >» © | 

Secondly, By its Capacity, in point of Satisfactian. . 
All the Crearures, rallied pp tagether, cannot. ſatisfy 
the Soul of Man. Syme- of the Ancignts, reckoned up - 
co hundred ways,: whereby.a Man might be happy : : 
Zut, if a Man ſhould enjoy gall thaſe things, he might 
be. tar from SatisfaQtion.. There: 
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The. Excellency | 

There is no Proportion, nor Sutableneſs between 
theſe things, and Man's Soul ; and therefore there can 
be no Satisfaftion, from theſe things, to Man's Soul. 
Theſe tliings can no more Satisfy the Soul of Man, 
:than Aſhes, or the Eaſt Wind can fill the Sto- 
mach, 

When Men make the World their Portion, and 
are filled with a deſire of a grearer meaſure of Earthly 
goods { in hope of being ſatisfied therewith) they are 
juſtly, (by God ) given up to an endleſs Covetouſneſs ; 
and are like that Man, who ſtood by a Rivers ſide, 
in hope that all the Water would paſs away, that he 
might go over dry-ſhod : but, when he had waited a 
great while, the Water came as fluently as before. 

The Scythian Ambaſſadour told Alexander, that if 
he had the Eaſtern-Empire in the Right-hand, and the 
Weſtern in the Left, yet, he would not be conten- 
ted. Theſe things are but Somnium vigilantium : —_ 


are but waking Mens-dreams : They fill us with 1 


luſfions, and vaia Forms : Theſe things abuſe us, and 
make us imagine, that we are rich, and full ; when 
( indeed) we are empty, poor and miſerable. No- 
thing but a Bleſſed, and a bleſſing-Object ; nothing 
but an Infinite, and an Eternal-God , can fatisfie the 


Soul of Man. 


God never put the Virtue of Soul-ſatisfying into 
any Creature ; he hath reſerved this to Himſelf, as a 
Divine Prerogative. Nothing can give ſatisfaction to 
_—_ but God, in Chriſt, who made fatisfaftion for 
Souls. | S, | 

Fifthly, God doth more freely communicate Him- 
ſelf to Man's Soul, than to other Creatures. 

God, is the Upholder , and Governour of other 
Creatures; but, he doth not only Uphold, and Govern 

ERVOe | i Men's 


a Tw'%> 


Men's: Souls;::but che difcovers:his Flifour to them 5 © + 
and:he*beſtows his Grace-upon:them, -and enters into © 
Covenant with. them,” and he engageth his'Attributes 
for them: Helayeth them (as ivwereNinhis Boſorp; 
he reacheththem whar'they ;ſhould.do, andiwhat they 
ſhould notdo. ,He'hath appointed Prayer,'asa means,) 
whereby Soub may converte with him, and commune 
with him; and, in ſome Caſes, command him. They 


 are:Gods; own. Words; concerning the 'Works of my 


Hands Command ye me. | S123 
.. God hath diſcovered” himſelf to Mens Souls, to'bs 


4 Father, a Saviour, a Fountain, waſhing, quicken- 


ing, cooling, healing and refreſhing, - He'relieves the 
Soul with comforts in time of troubles, 'and atikength, 
he fills the:Soul with: joy unſpeakable; andfutt-of Glo» 
ry.|;;God doth not thus diſcover himſelf to other Crea- 
tures, as to Mans Soul, which ſheweth its excel- 
lency. '- 

Slerbly, 'Whenſoever the Saints of God,” (tr att ef- 
pecial. manner) would :praiſe/God, they have (in an 


eſpecial 'manner,) engaged their Souls in this "duty. 


Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul, ſaid David three times in 


| one Plalm ; Pſalm 103. 1, 2, 22. Bleſs the Lord, O 
my Soul,. Pſalm. ION 1. Praiſe the. Lord; ” my Shul, 


Plalm, 146.1. .. My Soul doth Magatfie the Lord, ſaid 
Mary; Luke. 1:46, 47. ' INOS 21107 
. God requires the Heart ; My Son, give me thy Heart, 


- that is, the Sou]. He requires that Men ſhould Seek 


him, -and-Serve him, and Worſhip him, and 'Honour 
and Praiſe him- with the Heart, chat is, with the Soul: 
And the. Saints'of God have given God their Souls, as 
being their better part. Remarkable (in this reſpe&) 


' are thoſe Soliloquies of Auguſtine, Bernard, Gerard, 
 and;Biſhop Zal/,, which iwere' ſecret conferences'be-' 
tween God,and their Souls. B Seventhly, _ 
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© ”-Seventbly, The extellency of the Soul-appears by 
- this; That Men have moſt complained of the 
of their Souls. There: was ſuch an'A 
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roubles 
| Che | iſh in the 
Spirits of the:Iſractites,that they: hearkned not toi che 
yoice of Mofes, . Exodus the 6th.rand the 9th: * Surely 
their outward trouble was great, being in a ſtrange 
Land, .in an Eſtate of Bondage, and under hard Task- 


maſters ; but the anguiſh of their Spirits is mentioned, 


25 being the greateſt. O wretrhed Man that 1 amt 
Who ſhall deliver me from this Body of Death > ſaid 
Paul; Paul ſuffered many things in his Body, Stripes, 
Bonds, Impriſonment; he complains not fo much at 
this; but when he conſidered how his Soul was troub- 
led with fio, then he cryed -out, O wretched Mare that 
-99:/\ 8%. Now, what is the reaſon that the troubles of 
the Soul are fo grievous, but this > That the Soul is 
ſo quick and. lively, as being'the Fountain of ſenſe. 
Eightly, The care that Gods People have had abous 
theix: Souls.!js;3n; Argument of their excellency. 
1 Fhey haye bad an honeſt care to provide Food-and 
Rayment far their Bodies intheir lite time, they have 


taken care for adecent and an honourable Burial of their 
Bodies.\ Thus did Abraham, and thus did Foſeph 7 
hegave. Commandment concerning the carrying of his: 


Bones'out: of'\£gypt; .but much more have they been 
ſolicitous concerning their Souls. How careful was- 
Stephen, to cominend his Soul.to God, in the time of 


his ſufferings > Lord Feſus receive my Spirit, David - 


Prayed frequently and*heartily:for: his Soul 5 De/zver 


my Soul from the Sword : 'my Darling from the power of - 


the Dog ; ſay unto my Soul, thou art my Salvation, -i'” 


How have the Peop 
nances? How have they given themſelves to Prayer 3 


' -- 'thep 


le of God waited. upon- Ordi- 
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they oppoſed Satan ? How have they laboured aſter 
Grace? How have they mortified Sin 2 How have they - 
rformed Duties > How. have: they endeavoured: to 
21d the myſtery of Faith in a pure Conſcieace? How 
have they endeavoured -to have a Conſcience void of 
Offence towards God and Men ? How have they de- 
nyed themſelves, in things pleaſing to the. Fleſh? How 
have.they, endeavoured to know. God, and obey Gad, 
and to be ſerviceable to Men 2 And. they have done. 
all this, that it might go well with their Souls. | 
Ninthly, The Malice of the Devil againſt Mens 
Souls argues the Excellency of them. The Devil 
(in regard of his ſubtilty) is called a Serpent; {in re- 
gard, of his ſtrength). a Lion; (in regard of his. Vee 
nom) a Dragon ; and he makes ule of all to poiſon, 
deceive, and deyour Souls. . VE 
He ſometimes tempts to fin, that he may thereby 
War, againſt che Soul,. he ſometimes tempts ;Men to 
flight the Word of God, and the Ordinances, of: Gad. 
He hath many wiles, and methods, and he.uſeth all ; 
he leaves no Stone untura'd, nor means unattempted 
by which-he might enſnare, and deſtroy Souls. 
The Devil; attempted the. deſtrution of Chriſt, by 
the means of Herod, and he tempted Chriſt to deſtroy 
himſelf, that 'thereby he might have hindred the Sal» 
vation of Souls. | Fer 
When Chriſt came to caſt out the Devil out of one 
that was poſſeſſed, heasked him his name,and he anſwer- 
ed him thus; My name is Legion, Mark 5. 9. as it the 
Devil ſhould have faid, there are ſo many of us in this: 
Man, that there is no name competible. to us, unleſs 
that of a Legion ; which was the name of Regiment, 
conſiſting of. Six thouſand Souldiers among . the Roa 
mans. - Alas, one Devil being JFrmunted, might have 
I 2 bech 
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46d yet there were a Legion of Devils met together to 

*_.. "te A he deſtruQion'of one Soul! ' '*—- 
.*$hch is the Malice af the 'Devil towards man; that 

* accounts Mens Salvation' a Torment to himfelf, 

| and deſtruction to himſelf. Art thou come to torment 
#s before the time ? Matt. $8.29. Art thou come to de- 
ftroy us 2 $t, Luke 4:34. We muſt note,” that'when 
otir-Blefſed Saviour' beſtowed 'a Merty upon the Body 
of a Man, -he did uſually beftow Grace upon the 'Sout 
of that Man. Now when the Devils-perceived this, 
they cryed out; Art thou come to torment us # Art thou 
come-to deftiroy us > So that the Devik accounts 'Mans 

| Salvation'a Torment to 'himfelf, 'and Deſtruction to 

bimfelE © 

Tenthly , The Excellency of the Soul uppears by 

| | its Immortality. 

| þ "The Immortality of the Soul, bath: been acknows- 

3; lkedged and" own (even? by " Hleathews', who lad 

4 chu hes/of an®E/ fu on 7 artaras,' wherein: they 

| thoug Gi that the Souls of ſome were bleſſed after this 

Z x Life, we” ſome were_miſerable. The Poet acknows 

| led ed''it. | Morte" eartnt- ahimd— The Egyptians , 

| the Britiſh Druids IO ed'the fame. This 

Y Teriith hath been acknowledged by Philoſophers ;' b 

| the Romans , and. by the Caldeans eſpecially, whoſe 


li. 


in the ſame Morter with the Heavenly Spirits. This 
was the reaſon of that Ancient form of Benedi&tion,uſed 
among the Jews ; when the Prieſt mentioned thename of 
| God in the Sandtuary, then the People did uſe this form 
q | of BenediCtion : Bleſſed be the'name of his Glorious Kings 
E1 dom, from Age, to Age. ' A great while they ſaid: on- 
ly from Age, but when the Sect of the Sadduces —_— 
wano 


,- "0p . ror wy al tohave deſtroyed a Legion of Souls, 
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| opinion it was, that the Souls of Men were tempered -. 
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' fin, Rtill it remains a Spiritual ſubſtance, having a be- 
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| Effenze, and in its Natural Acts. 


| is nouriſhed by an Incorruptible Food, Fohn6. 51. It 


| Torment; and the Beggar died, and was carryed (by 


who (by denying the ReſurreQion of the Body, 'and 
the Immortality of' the Soul) (affirmed only ofie 4gu' 
then'in oppoſition-to:that SeR; they added to Ape; 
from Ape to Ago, IS, 
. Indeed the Scripture faith, 7hat the Soul that finneth 

ſhall Die. Sin is the death of the Soul Morally, but 
not Phyſically and Naturally. The Soul by fin hath 
loſt its relative Life, that- it had in'relation' to God in 
Innocency ;- but not its abſolute Life: Notwithſtand- 
ing that Death that is contrated upon the Soul by 


ginning' without end, - Though the Soul. be ſpoiled of 
its Spiritual Habits, yet it remains whole. in its Naturat 


_ "The Soul of Man is an Heavenly-born-Spirit. It 
is regenerated by an Immortal Seed, « Pet. 1.4. It 


1s -capable,of an'Eternal Puniſhment, or an Eternal 
Reward,- Mark 9.' 43. 2 Cor. 5. 1. The Rich 
Man'died, and in Hell he lift up his Eyes, being in 


the' Angels.) ipto' Abrahams boſom, Luke 16. 22, 
The Souls of wicked Men, after the. death 'of their 
Bodies, - are in Miſery ; but -the Souls of Saints go to 
Glory. Their Bodies (for a time) ſtay behind, and 
are laid up in the duſt, but their Souls take a quick 
and ſtraight flight to Heaven, and there they continue 
forever, ina Sparkling, and in a Glorious condition. 
And indeed if the Soul of Man were Mortal, then the 
Juſtice of God would be diſparaged, that wicked 
Mea ſhould now flouriſh, and that the Godly ſhould 
ſuffer hardſhip. . 
. If the Soul of Man were Mortal, then the Cove- 
nant of Grace would not be everlaſting. 1t the —_ 
an 
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42" T he Excellency 
Man were Mortal, then.thoſe Scriptures that affirm 
the Immortality of it, would be Fabulous;; then the: cal- 
ling of the Miniſtry would -be:uſelefs ; then the Faith 

hope of Chriſtians would be fruitleſs ;. then their | þ, 
waiting -upon Ordinances , and their performance of | 
Religious duties would þe vain, I ETY 

Auguſtine yroteſſed, that if he were perſwaded that | ;. 
the Soul of Man were Mortal, -he would (of; all;Se&ts) | m 
be an Epicure, he would Eat, and Drink, and be:Mer+ | 4h 
ry, and Delight himſelt:: And indeed why fhould Men | (y 
y as themſelves ſenſual pleaſures? And why ſhould '| 
they Mortifie ſin, and: obey God in duties of Piety, | M 
and Honeſty, if they did-not believe the Immortality | jg 


of the Soul ? | +115! Þ ty 
A— The Excellency of the Soul, appears by | 5: 
the greatneſs of the reward that is prepared for. it. : | 


There are Crowns, and Thrones: Jaid up for- the | gf 
Soul in Heaven : There is Glory and Happineſs trea+ 
fared up in Heaven for the Soul ; ſuch as'no Tongue | @c 
can expreſs it, It is a bleſſed thing to be among; the. | 
Angels,Principalities and Powers, Dominions, Thrones, | « , 
and Virtues, thoſe ſeveral Orders of Angels, that | e, 
Aquinas mentions. PS OPT: 6 - 
SE It is a bleſſed thing to be in the Congregation of | :. 
the firſt-born, to be among thoſe Patriarchs, Abras | gi, 
cham, Iſaac, and Facob, to be among the Prophets, | 4h 

| and Apoſtles, and the Noble Army of Martyrs: but | yy, 
| beſides this, - the Souls of the Saints,- ſhall enjoy God | þ;4 
21S for ever. Now this is:a thing ſo great, as Eye hath | | 
not ſeen, nor Ear heard, nor hath it entred into the |. * 
ql, Heart of Man throughly to conceive. rid 
1; And now do you think, that there is any thing can | 2, 
= Ht. be given in-Exchange for the Soul, that is thus excel- | G, 
Wa: lent in theſe many reſpects 2 If we ſhould rally p. _ , 
F tho 
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ps, that-are fo much looked atiin the World, 
-6-yg find then all ſhort of the Excellency of the 
Soul. - | ; 
Honour is 2 thing much looked at in the World, 
but what is this in compariſon of the excellency'ef 
Mans Soul? It is true,” that Honouris'a gift of -God, 
x Chroys. 29. 12, And it is promiſed-as' a- bleſſing , 
1 Sam, 2. 30. But as it is one of the Words allure- 
ments, it- is Vanity; and in reference to Spiritual 
zhings, it is Vanity; and in reference to: good things 
(which-are thereby hindered) it js Vanity; and'in re- 


' ference to the evils (which are thereby occaſioned, as 


Mea diſdaining others, and forgetting themſelves) it 
is worſe then Vanity; and in this reſpect contemned 
by Chriſtians ; that ſo , it may go- well with their 
Souls. Moſes refuſed to be called tte Son of Pharaoh's 
Daughter. Danze! refuſed Honours, when they were 
offered to him by a mighty Monarch, Dan. 5. 17. 
Hormiſdas, 'a Noble-man in Per/a, flighted his Ho- 
nours', and his Offices, for Chriſts ſake; that ſo ir 


| Might go well with his Soul. © Sz propter iſta me de- 


© negaturum Chriſtum putas, iſa denus accipe : Said he 
*ro the King, If you think that 1 will deny Chriſt, to 
© keep my Honours,and Offices; then take them again. 
-: / The Noble-men, among - the Heatheniſh Romayxs, 
did wear an Ornament in the form of a Moon, ' and 
that 'upon their Shoe, to ſhew their low eſteem of 
Worldly Honours ; and their opinion about the muta- 
bility of it. Much more ſhould Chriſtians. undervalue 
it, in compariſon of their Souls. F 

And, What are the Riches of the World in'compa- 
riſog of the Excellency of Mans Soul > Corrupt Riches, 
Fames 5. 2. Uncertain Riches, 1 7im. 6..179. The 
Goſpel brands him for a Fool ; who expeRted; reſt ro 
. his 
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Tkike 12. 20. There is mutch' vexation. in [gettir 
*Riches; there is much care in keeping them; there is 


10g with them. - | 


Prov. 11.4. Bleſbazzar's -Treaſure, did him no good, 


 Singing-men- and Women, Muſicak-Inftruments, Ex- 
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great Poſleſſions,; and full Barns; 
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:Soul from his 
much fear of loſing them ; and much trouble in part-. 


Riches fat: the. beſt) cannot ſatisfie the Soul, Beth. 
7.:19. | Nor, :can'ithey- profit| in the day. of Wrath, 


when the Palm of a Mans hand was writing his 
Dootn upon the.Wall, The Rich- mans full Poſſeſſions 


and-great Barns did him no good, in that night, when | 


his Soul was to be taken from him. And what are the. 
relations of Parents, Husbands, Wives, Children, and 
Kindred in compariſon of the Soul? They are all to 
be negle&ed, and lighted, in compariſon of the Soul, 
and as they ſtand in oppoſition to the Soul. ' __ ** 

Fames and- John leit their Father Zebedee in the 
Ship, that they might follow Chriſt, for the Salva» 
tion of the Soul, Mark 1. 20. How willingly have 
the Saints: and: Martyrs paſſed by their Wives, and 
Children, and embraced the Toſtruments of Death, 
that ſo their Souls might be Glorified ? 

It was a good ſpeech of- X;/ian, the Dutch School 
maſter, when he was in. Priſon for the cauſe of Chriſt. 
One asked him, whether heloved his Wife, and Chil- 
dren; * Yea fail he, my Wife, and: Children are ſo 
dear to me, that if the World were all Gold, and] 
were mine to diſpoſe of, I would. give it to live with 
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them; yeathough in a Priſon: Yet my Soul, and|(in 


Chriſt, are dearer to me than all. 


17 ; 34 
And: what are the delights, and [pleaſures of the[org; 


World in.compariſon of the Soul? What are on 
Buildings, curious Gardens, Orchards, and Vine-yards, 
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drinking ; and laſcivious prafti- 
ces? | What are allthek things ? They are (indegnl) 
the delights and pleaſures of the Fleſh ; but they are 
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| nothing in comparifen of the Soul.” They. are vam, 


tranfitory , and paſſing away. Like Pageants, which: 
whilſt they pleaſe us, > pie fronds gs : Like run-, 
ning banquets which are ſerved 1a , in ſtate ; but are 
foon over. | | 

. £SpMe tiave. obſerved that the names of the three 
Sons of Adam:were all myſterious. - Firſt, Cai a Pol- 
ſeflion; an Emblem of the firſt Creation. Secopdly, 


| 4bc{ Vaitity ; an Emblem of the World fince the fall. 


Thirdly, Seth a replantation , or a re-placing of 3 aw 
Creation by. Jefits Chrift. Now: that, that I obſerve 
mthis caſe, js the ſignthication of 4he/s name, (who 
was: the Emblem of the Warld ſince Mans fall.) His 


1 name ſignifies Vanity. And furely, fince Mans fall | 


the Wardd is a Maſs of Vaettics and mwtabilifies. : - | 
Pawuity of Vanities, ſtith the Preacher, 'Vavity of 
Vanities, all is Vanity, Eccl. 1. 2. He wit was the 
Preacher, who knew well what he ſaid, (after a large 
experience of the World,) declared all things tos be 
Vanity ;-.of a Vanidhing nature, and liable to decay, 
The things of the World are as Ice, which wall melt 
with handling. Every Man, every Stete, every thing 
ts as. a Planer, whoſe ſpherical revolutions are forme 
of longer , and ſome of ſhorter continuance, 7he 
World paſſeth away, i John 2. 17. "The Soul of Man, 
(in compariſon of Worldly things) is more tian as the 
Shekel of the Sanauary, which was double to the 
ordinary Shekel : It is more then as a Pearl, in compa- 
rifon'of the Earth. It 1s more than as the Sun among, 


| 
&, the Stars, 


The Soul doth far exceed the things of the World ic 
nature, and in continuance. C In 
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"Ta Nature, as being a Spiritual ſubſtance. 7 
#4 Continuance , as having a beginning withour 
End. 
> When we conſider the excellency of Mans Soul, in 
theſe many reſpects; it is no wonder that ſome great 
ones of the World have been ſuch lovers'of the Scrip- 
' tures, which are given to inſtruct Men in the way of 
Salvation of their Souls. "8 COOK 

Theodofius the Emperour, wrote out the whole New- ' 
Teſtament with his own hand\, accounting it a great 
Jewel, and reading part of it every day. Robert King 
of Sicily, was ſo wonderfully afte&ed with the-Scrip- 
tures, that ſpeaking to Pezrarcha, he ſaid thus ; * Faro 
* zib4 Petrarcha multo chariores mihi eſſe 'literas, quam 
© regnum; Et fi alterutro mihi fit carendum, equanimiis 
© me diademate , quam literi; cariturum. I ſwear to 
© thee O Petrarcha, that the Scriptures are more dear 
©to me than my Kingdom; and if it were fo, that 1 
* muſt needs want one, I had rather want my Crown 
© than the'Scriptures. 

It is the Excellency of the Soul, that hath induced 
ſome of the great ones of the World to become Cler- 
gy-men. Joby a Laſco a Noble-Man in Polonia; George 
Prince of Heinalte; Ambroſe Lieutenant, and Conlul 
of Millan; Martinengus, an Italian Earl;  Chryſoſtome, 
a Noble-Man in Antioch; Henry de Blois, Brother to 
King Stephen, Biſhop of Wincheſter ; Geofrey Plqntagi- 
zet, Son to Henry the ſecond, Biſhop of Lincoln; EtheE 
wolph, Son to King Egbert., Biſhop of Wincheſter: 
Theſe, and ſome others of a Noble extract in our 
days , have eſteemed ir an addition to - their outward 
Honours in the World, that they have been employed 
( as Spiritual-Officers in the Church) for the Salva- 
tion of Souls. - © | 


Yet 
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bY of the Soul. 
Yet more, It isin regard of the Souls Excelleney , 
that Men, both Saints and Heathens, have uſed ſuch 
Expreflions about it. The Wiſe Man called it the Can- 
dle of the Lord, Prov.20.27. Davidcalled it his Glory.. 
Awake my Glory. Pliny calls it the darling of Nature. 
Plato calls it 9avuce Swamy , the Wonder of Won- 
ders. Indeed the Soul of Man is ſo precious, as that 
God alone who made it , and Chriſt who redeenvd it, 
can ſufficiently prize it. 3 
Firſt Inftruft. Hence we learn the tranſcendent Excel- 
lency of God. Our God hath raiſed our Souls to ſuch 
an height of Excellency. How great ( then ) is the Ex- 


 cellency of that God , who hath formed, and framed 


ſuch beings of nothing? We admire an Artificer that 
makes a curious work, though he have matter to work 
upon, and Inſtruments to work with. How ( then ) 
ſhould we admire the power , the beauty, and excel- 
lency of that God , who hath made Mens Souls, ſuch 
Excellent Creatures, of no-przexiſtent matter? O ſure- 
ly, the Beauty, the: brightneſs, and the Glory of 
God is ſuch, that it is infinite, incomprehenſible , 
and unutterable , even by the tongues of Angels ! 
Second Inſtruftion. This informs us of the dignity 


| of thecalling of the Miniſtry , whoſe Office and work 


it isto watch for Souls. Zeb.13. 17. Their calling (in 
this reſpe) is venerable. Civil Magiſtrates are to 
maintain outward Peace. Judges and other Officers 'in 
the Law, . are to maintain Mens outward rights to their 
Lands and Goods. Phyſicians are for the preſerving of 
che Health of the Body : But the calling of Miniſters is 
for the preſent Edification, and future Salvation of Souls, 
Though Miniſters (in reſpect of their perſons ) are like 


- other Men, ſubject to paſſions and inftirmities; yet, their 


Office is venerable, and their Fun&ion is Honourable 
C 2 in 
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of Souls. Their dignity hes in this ; That they are to 


endeavour aſter the welfare of Souls, which are more - 


precious than the whole World; which are purchaſed at 


; adear rate, which will hereafter, be for ever warbled 


1a the Quires of Spirits. And therefore Miniſters ſhould 
walk ſutable to their calling, 


It was the Adviceof Pythagaras to the Princes of his 


time. Principatum quem geritis orvate. Adorn that Go- 


 vernmeat which you have undertaken. So Minifters - 


ſhould adorn that Fun&ion which they have underta- 
ken. Miniſters ſhould, be burning and ſhining-Lights ; 
not only Thining in reſpect of knowledge ; but burning; 
in reſpec of Zeal. Miniſters ſhould be not: only Frees of 
knowledge ;: but Trees of Life. Like Athavafms, who 
mada uſe of his ſpeculation, ata guide of his Canver» 
ſation; and his Converſation, as a Seat of is ſpeculation. 

Miniſters who take upon: theny the charge of Souls, 
ſhould þe.as.the major Propoſitionin a SyMogiſtn; thae 
ſo their People, like, the: Conclufian may follow the 
Przmilles of their Preſidents. Minitters ſhould be am- 


bulatory Libraries, They ſhould:be.living-Decalogues, | 
and ſhouldbeable.truly; to ſay: Nos non e/oquimnr magna, | 


ſed, vivimus. We do nat only: ſpeak: great things, but 
hve them. - Like Pas/, who was an.:Heavenly-Man, and: 
an Earthly-Angel. This would:be: a-means to re-gaini 
and, uphold the; dignity: of that calling , whictvim it 
{clf is ſo Honourable: And this.is That:,. that. the Ex» 
cellency- of the. Spul' calls for. 

Third Inſtrution. From this that hath: been: ſaid; we 
learn how: unlike Men are to. themſelves. They have: 
within them preciqus and immortal-Spirits.; and' yet 
they live like the;Beaſls that periſh. This was That ,. 
that P/ato.called; Fizxdan avimarum incorporationem-, itt 
G re» 
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Beaſts. They have fleſhly minds, Co!l.2. 18. Fleſhly des 
fires. Epheſ.z. 3. They have within them concupiſcenee- 
and laſts, 2 Pet.2.18. They walk after the Fleth, Rom. 
$. 1. They are compared to wild Aſſes, to Dogs and. 
Swine, 2. Pet.2. 22. There are many who make it their 
work and buſineſs, to get food and raiment ; food for 
thetr belly , raiment for their back : Thus they make 


proviſion-for the Flefls; as if they were all Body , and 


had no Soul to-care for. | 
4th. Exhort, Be you eſtabliſhed in- the knowledge 
of this DoQrine about the Soul. 

There are fome who are ignorant of it ; there be o- 
thers who are in doubts about. it: But do: you know 
that your Souls. are Spiritual Sabftances; created and: 
infafed by God:; capable of Grace and Glory ?' Aright 
kgowledge of this will be of ſingular uſe to:you ;. it will: 
be for your comfort and advantage inreſpect of Grace, 
&inreſpectof obedience, and inreſpect of perſeverance. 
. 5th, Exhort, Tet the coadtderation of the Excellens 
ey of: your Souls give acheck to you., when: you go a-- 


"bout any baſe and; Sinful practices. | 
* It was the uſual fpeech of Cz/ar to: Himfelf , when 


he went about a baſe Action:, Cogzta tre effs Ceſarem.. 
Remember that thou art Cz/ar. And ſo when you are 
ing.about any baſe-ſinfal-actions., do:you check your 
elves with the thoughts of your Souls ; whiclrare (1n> 
deed)-ſo-invaluable;, and whoſe loſs is ſo irrecoverable, 
as\that the whole: World: would: not be-a ſufficient re+ 
compence for them. Sin. is nothing; ( ſay the:Selidol- 
mT; eo-hevieguats a privative- being: and\many; of 
us make it tobe nothing in our: practice: We ale 1t 
as nothing by our light thoughts about it. But though. 


ler: 
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1 regard that Men are become Brutiſh , and ſenfuad like | - 
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let me tell you, when you are going to commit Sin,you 


are warring againſt your own Souls. Whilſt you are - 


acting Sin , youare adding a ſting to Death , and tor- 


ments to Hell. By yielding ro Temptations and unto 


Sin, you yield your ſelves, and betray your precious 
Souls to him who is a Murderer. When you are going 
to Att Sin, you go about to contract Guilt upon your 
Conſcience. You thereby abaſe and vilify your Souls. 
You thereby lay a ſtain and a pollution upon your Souls, 


You thereby go abour to make your ſelves Guilty of 


Selt-Murder and Soul-Murder. 

O therefore, that you would thus expoſtulate with 
your ſelves, when you are going about to commit any 
Sinful-A&t! Shall wecomout this Sin? Shall we hereby 
diſhonour God 2 Shall we-hereby gratify Satan ? Shall 
we hereby be cruel to our own precious Souls? Shall 
we ſtabbour ſelves to the Heart 2 Shall we be Guilty 
of the Murder of Souls, even of our ownSouls? Shall 
we by delighting in Sin, take pleaſure in our own de- 


truction? You are apt to avoid any thing that is hurt- | 
ful to your Bodies; and will you not avoid Sin that 


will hurt your Souls > Me thinks that ſuch confidera- 
tions ſhould divert you from the purſuit and praQtice 
of Sin. The Scripture tells us, and experience teatheth 
us, that no Man hates his owp Fleſh ; and will you-by 
your love to Sin, and delight in Sin, manifeſt 'an ha- 
tred againſt your own Souls ? 
6th Exhort. Make proviſion for your Souls for the 
future. Let not your condition when you come to Die 
be like his, who,when hewas dying cried out. ©Animu- 
* Ja vagula,blandula,que nrnc abibis in loca? O my ſweet, 
*wandring Soul, into what places art thou now going? 
Nor like the condition of that Florentine Phyſician;who 
when he was dyingcryed out, Mox ſciam an anima: fit 
ms 
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immortalis uecne. Leave not your precious Souls at ſuch 
uncertainties. You have many opportunities to. do 
your Souls good ; do not you negle&, nor miſpend 


them. You have many helps, and means and ordinan- 


ces of Grace offered you : O let not your Souls'in the 
midſt of all theſe) be like the ſluggard's Field that had 


no Fruit in it ; nor like the Cypreſs, which the more . 


it is watered, the more barren it is. 

Your Souls are your prime Eſſential-part ; do you 
ſhew your high eſteem of them, and your Faithfulneſs 
to them in promoting their good ; in doing all things , 
and uſing all means that may be for their profit and ad- 
vantage. Read the Scriptures diligently, which are 
appointed for the Inſtruction, the Reproof, CorreCtion, 
Comfort , and Salvation of your Souls. Be muchin 
Prayer : Hereby your Souls take a flight to Heaven , 
and may converſe and commune with God. Hereby 
your _mourning as Doves , is changed into mounting 
up as Eagles; in ſweet enlargements and raviſhments 


of Spirit. Hereby the fincere deſires of your Souls, 
| andthe Holy purpoſes of your Hearts (through Chriſt) 


are made acceptable to God , being Offered up before 
the Mercy-Seat, the Throne of Grace. 

Live above the World. The Woman in the Revela- 
tion ( by whom is meant the Church ) had the Moon, 
that is the World under her Feet. And truly , while 


-| your Hearts are full of Worldly thoughts, they are 


like Bethelehems-ITnn , that was ſo full of Gueſts, that 
there was no room for Chriſt. It will be a thing of 
ſingular uſe, and advantage to you in your Chriſtian 
courſe, to get your Souls above the pleaſures and poſ- 
ſeſſions of the World. Meditate about the Attributes of 
God, the Wiſdom, Power, Faithfulneſs, and Mercy 


of God; all which ſtand engaged for the good of Souls. 
Be 
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bh Ari while you kev? 
" "RIOC Min his Holy- Fang ace ; ;, 
T Iwect and Ha 
| Ts | 
7 fo Dies ine and 
gilieſt Oe ; it is 4 ale of Few, 
bis 7 the Excelleti ” 
Dyties. Tet this quicken you 10 the'profeſſſc Jon tR li-- 
on ; and to the Excerci e - bod | __ this *per- 
Feage youts look to.your Hearts and Lives. Lot rhis | 
perſwade you' to look to rhe internals bf Religion; 'and 
to Ferſy External Acts of. Gods Worthip. acai thets: 
areidle, andcarcleſs, and n negliger ne 2: the bus? 
fineſs of Salyation, . and thi tir Souls not” wore 
the labouring for ; do you Labour after the Seating% 
Teſtimony the Spirit x that fo F fpga Souls ma 77 
Saved. . Doyou endeavour to, feed, 'refteſh,'a = | 
light your Souls; and to provide for theminow 5+Fhar It: 
may go vell with them hereafter. Amen. J 
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